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Fort Hunter Fire Station

The Fort Hunter Fire District
needed a new fire station to serve
its growing community. The exist-
ing S0-year-old facility was too
small to accommodate new appa-
ratus space needs and the depart-
ment’s administrative needs. In
addition, it did not meet current
fire station design standards out-
lined by Lhe Nalional Fire
Protection Association (NFPA), the
Occupational Safety and Health
Administration (OSHA) and the

New York State Building Code.
So, the district decided to build a
replacement Facility.
Encampassing  mare  than
21,000 square fect, the new facil-
ity includes six drive-through
emergency vehicle bays; lwo
back-in emergency vehicle bays;
apparatus support, maintenance
and storage spaces; lwo slorage
mezzanines within the apparatus
bays; administrative offices; a
training seminar room; public

meefing space; and a full com-
mercial kitchen.

In order to keep the current fire
station operational during con-
struction, the project was com-
pleted in two phases. “Phase |
involved the canstruction af new
apparatus bays as well as sup-
port/storage space adjacent to the
existing building,” said Craiy
Jones, project architect for Richard
k. Jones Associates, the project’s
architect. When this phase was




completed, the department
moved into the new space, while
the existing building was demol-
ished and Phase Il occurred. The
second phase included the con-
struction ot the administrative and
public portions of the new station.

Nearly lwo years was spentl
researching designs ol other fire-
houses, including taking several
tours. According to Jones, it was
important to the fire department
that the new facility respect the
residential nature of the commu-
nity. To that end, the design
incorporates the use ol varying
pitched raofs and building materi-
als that are evocative of many of
the historic residential structures
found in the surraunding neigh-
borhoods. “The building’s form
features steep pitched roofs,” he
saidl, “and although the building
is somewhat long and linear, the
varying roof lines break the large
mass down inlo smaller elements
and assist in providing the resi-
dential scale desired.”

The building's exterior material
palette includes brick veneer and
several types of concrete masonry
unit (CMU). David |ersen, project
manager for Jersen Construction
Group, the project’s gencral con-
tractor, said the facility features
incredible ornamental  brickwork
with a lot of intricate detail.

All parties agreed that the most
challenging aspect of the project

was the phasing necessary to keep
the fire department fully opera-
tional. The sile is very narrow, and
it was nat feasible to build the
new facility completely independ-
ent of the existing one. “Through
careful planning and design of the
new building and averall site, we
were able to keep the department
lunctioning throughout construc-
tion,” said Jones.

“[Richard E. |ones Associates]
did an ovutstanding job listening
to our needs/comments through-
out the design and construction
process,” said Eric ). Adams,
the board ol [lire
commissioners for Fort Hunter
“The phased
approach Lo this project was very

chairman ol
Fire  District.
extensive.” He said that a lot of

time was spent planning and
coordinating the different aspecls
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of the canstruction so the depart-
ment could continue responding
Lo emergencies in the community
withaut interruption or delay.
“This new facility will provide a
‘center’ for our community,” said
Adams. The
expanded access of the building
to community groups. “We have

department  has

Pre-Construction Scryiecs

Earthwork

increased capabilities ta host vari-
ous fundraising and community
events., Our lirelighters have new
areas to meet, train, [and] main-
tain apparatus and other equip-
ment.” Indeed, the new Fort
Hunter Fire Station will benefit the
community in many ways. B
Keith M. Nathanson
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